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'lllll RUT: 
--- A- reader, whose mo.in int ere st i s the Modern Blake , recently 
wrot e me t hut my "trail er" conce rni IJ8 th e a ttra ctions in t he 1963 
Annual made it clen r t o him th at th ere would be nothiil8 to int eres t 
him in the Annual , He osked why th e Rio Kid had recei vcd such sc ant 
at t ention , and why th e Thriller and the Thrill e r Library had been 
neglec ted . He added that one might have expected th e famous "Saint" 
to be a subject for di scuss ion , and pass ed the opi ni on tha t th e 
Digest and the Annual plough and r eplough old ground with th e inevit 
able r esult t ha t they get deepe r and dee per in to a rut, 

We ar e th e first to admit that, for a read er whose main int eres t 
i s t ho Hodern Blake , the Diges t and the Annual are poor "buys , " We 
cannot p.tblish arti cl es which we do not rec eiv e , and th e l ack of 
articles comiil8 to us on the subject indicates t ha t, however much wo 
regret it , th er e i s no very grea t intere s t in the Modern Blake , 

We are, in fact , ju s t a 11 ttle too near in tim e to the Modern 
.. ,.,,.,,,...,..,,,...,.,, .. ,,,,,.,.,.,.,.,.,, .. ,,., .... ,,,,,,.., .. ,,. .. .,., .. ,,.,,.,_.,.,..,.,..,..,. .... H•l'"''"'""" _ _,, .... .,, .. ,W .. Hw"'"""""""""""'"'""'"'""'"""'"""'' 
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Blake , and the ssme thing appl ies to tho post - wnr aintcr books . 

Whon Modern Blake and post -war Bunters were being p,blished , we al ways 

gave sp11ce and tim e to r ovic ui na them. It i a not our fnul t that wo 

c.,n no longer do that . Lot " f ew more years slip by, and I havs 

uttle doubt that our hi s torians will tum their searching spotlisht 

on the llodorn Blako and th e post -war funtvra , 
Is thorc any truth i n tho suggestion t hat we arc getting dooper 

and deeper into a rut? \loll , tho editor ' s i:uilbtig i3 heavier tho.n 

ever before - some weeks it r eaches s tllggcring proportions - and our 

oxpllnding readership is very heo.lthy indeed , T"nose little detai ls 

do not indica t e that we nro in " rut - wll.oss our renders are in a 

rut , too , and enjoy floundering in tho rut with us. 
In f ac t , the scope of the Digest i s wider to-d:ly than it has 

ever been , and that is why tho mail be« is heavier than it has ever 

boen , Readers hovo more things to writo about , bless their hearts ! 

\las the 1963 Anrunl. produced fran a rut? Of course it wasn' t ! 

'lbc 1963 Annual contained more variety than ever before . For its 

vol ume it comprisod an enormous vari ety of subjects, evon thoush the 

Modern Blako was not ono of than , 
We do not pretend that variety is pop,lar with everyone , Some, 

and they are in a ainori ty , would lik e to see us narrow our scope . 

Al,:,ost without O%caption, roadcrs writ e in a very friendly foohion, 

and different r eaders will scy things like • "Slado is out of place in 

the Digest and tho Annual," "Nobody io inter es ted in articlos on 

film m36azines , 1t t1You don't give us onough E.."uniltonin, " "You don't 

give us el\OU8h Loe," "I t is wrong to give us modem tal es of St . 

Jim ' s and Greyfriars , " "It is waste of sp11ce to give us articles on 

the Captain (or ) King Pi ppin (or) William (or) Talbot Baines Read (or) 

Laurel and Hardy' and so on. Somo sey "Don' t p,blish picturoa -

nobody vants them!" ond othot'S say "Please givo us more pictures . • 

And so on, and so forth . 
One thing is Corbin . A JD88!lZine which sane rcad ors slo.c for 

too much variety is cer tainly not i n a ru t. At l oo.at , that ' s how wo 

look nt it , THE EDITOR. 

WANTED TO COHPLEll'E SET: 
Collectors Digest Annual 1947 and Collectors Digost , IDJJDbors 5, 6 ond 

9, Your prico pllid for theso ; alternatively I have 70 duplicate 

C, Ds. (JDOBtly below 100) for ox~c nt very generous rotes or I 

will soll th<111. fa..lLll!li!, JQ, P,\M §WARE, .!Ul!liUl!III, ~· ------- --- ........ -. ....... _,.,, ......................... , .... ,,. ............. "'. 
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WHAT IT Fm..§ LIKE TQ BE 

A MINNOW AMONG THE WHALES 
IN THE BUNJ'ER SH~ . 

By &RIC F/,YHE 

TI'el:lbltng, nervous , hot round the neck , and cold round the r eet , I approached the 
Shart esbury Theatre ror QY rt rst rehearsal . [ was undecided Yllether to e.o In at the 
tront like the r i ch peop le , or l'lhcth cr to use the Stage Door . Wit h the l:ICDOI'Y In mi nd 
or using ot her state dcors and then searching rr antt call.y tor 2 hours t o rind a way out , 
I wt>nt In tiy the rront . 

Mter rianderlng along thickly-carpeted eoITldors . tripp i ng over- n cl eaner, peering 
Into dese rted tiars and Spotless to Het s, I eventually round the vast , l ush , d1Clly- 11t 
aud I t or tum. 

In one or the stalls at th e rear sat a gentleman In a master's cnp and germ . He 
was Clement He.Callin who played Nr. ~e l ch. He wns l earn i ng h1s part rro c a mighty 
script , :;nd he ela red at n:e as I aee tdentall.Y knocked h1S mort.:1r-board askew. 

•mio ar c you?• he rapped . 
• P a the plnn tst .• I snld hUr.t>ly. 
The gimlet eyes bor ed Into ~e. 
"Pianists ore the l owest torn or tnsect 11re In th e Brit i sh the atre ,• he barked . 
reeling th:i.t In a toomcnt he would .say •Cheese , Hr. Christian ," I stag gered on . 
In the al5le stood Rich.3rd DBle, th e director or the plo;r . I opproached h i m 

nervously . I s.:1ld: 
•Jtci Er i c Fcyne. You r<!mclll)er - l ployed last year _. 
•How could t ever forget it?• satd ttr. Dale wt th reeling . 
J. very ott.rnc tlve young lady SJ"rept t.ow"ards me. AttrnctJve but stern . Sha was 

Htss Hllncs , the PrOCluctlon Nnnager. She spoke cr isply . 
•cood mornlngl How do you do? Qui te " ell , I hope l Lovel.y d.o,y' Will you 

kindly remember th:lt a r chears.ll ~100 at 10 . 30 111e.1ns 10. 15 , not 10.45\ 1 

•1 couldn't rind - • t bcgon. 
•l)Jth l' Hiss t11lnes waved a dainty hnnd. She called to one or her os&lstunts . 

•Nigel , k!ndl.y show Eri c t o t.he p i t . • 
Nigel t ook charge or ne . I followed him through a sound- proor door , along a stone 

corridor , dor.11 sou.e stone st eps. 
•Youi re new to the theatre , • sold Nigel , os I tripped over n scene DJJChor. 
•t•ve been beht nd be fore _. I stuttered . 
1 Br1111.:mt rcpartee L' sald Hlgel. 
I emerged Into th e orchestro pit. rr a.,t lc o.ll y I l ooked tor the pl.:ino. I l oo ked 

under the dnm. ~d Into t he 011st ccJ. d lrectort s lunch bllSket . There we.:; no plDJ'lo. 
Dcspera t e).y t peered out Into tho oudltortw:1 . 
•t c..v,.•t secci to rtnd th e piano ,• I sntd . • Therc•s n lnrge harp - but t 1vc never 

pl nyed t he harp - • 
• The stnge hands are br i ngi ng In the pi ano , • sa i d Miss Milnes . 
The s tllge hMd5 brought In the plon o. 
• Is the pt ru-io where you want tt? • ~ed Htss Hl lnes. •I t ts to bo placed exnct).y 

where you want 1 t .1 

1 1 think- • t begnn. 
• Qutte t • utd Hiss Milnes . •we•re ready at l ast . • 

I exru:it ned tho piano, ond collected a tew cush ions belong ing to the orchestra nhl ch 
played tor the evening show which was entit l ed •How To Be T'r)'ln g Yet Not Real).y 
Success ru1. • 



• &rle ,• c.:m Ni ss Kllnts' Tolee , • th e entire G.a.St, t.he entire st:lge 1t.o.rr , Sid the 

tntlre Sh.nt tesbury nien t rc ate wnl ting ror 1ou .• 
1 s::it d<>Ml, lo ose ned r::, eollo.r , :ind stl"\lek a tew cUscOl'ds. To Cl)" holT'Or t 

discov ered th:lt I ha:1 tou r thudls on each hand . 
J.n ncld vote-0 r e~cd ae: 
•&rt e . you nre cng.iced to pl3Y th e pl:i.no, no t tun e It.• 
1 stnrttd to s trum. t ro.la.ed rv eye:.i. I round th.it the QJZ"t.41n Nd gone up . 

Bob Cherry end JohMY Bull , se:it.td :!.t desks on the st:ige , were s~tn.g ~t 111. 

•Rave you tlnlshed ele::nln& th.:lt piano?• :\.Sked B<lb ChetT)'. 
•t wa.s pl::ayt ng tt ,• l .said • wi th "1."l.t dignity l could 1111ster. 
• 1 told you so,• said Johnrl1 Bull . 
'l"he rehe.:i.rsc.l r.:in Its cours e , llS tul rch e::irsnls wtll . 
J.$ I headed t or the st..,ge dcor . I S3i' tbvld Nixon, th t star or the show, OC>tllng 

t.oW.3.l"dS :,e down ao:ae st.one atep1 . I ne:u-J.y swooned. Here , In the n e~, was the 

ttlnla lon Idol 'llfloa I Md wol'11'1lpped tor so long rroc If/ arach:'llr. I wondered whether 

ht 1t0Uld spe:lk to ce. 
He did . Ht sc.ld: ' Don't block up th e gangway \• 
RehenrS:U f ollowed rchenranl , MCI Cl.Y thur.ibc grew larger and clw::1Sler. 
;.tt er I had er~ tTf lo..,t chord ,3.t th e end or the optn lnc pertormnce , ,3 young 

l'li7I l eooed a,c r the orc.hutro roll .ind ~ oke t o ~ . 
•1 w3S wondering whY" YoU pl:1¥1.'d ' L.1nd or Hope azx:t Glc-ryt all through the mow,• 

ht said pollttly . 
•sir , • t an,wered rrl &ldlY, • th ,3.t w;u not ·~ or Hopt end Glor}',' It w.u •Roll 

Along, Billy Buntert .• . 
• t oould have .sworo lt WQJ 'Blu ebells or BcotlMd ' , , sold hls r :i.tr eoq,onlon . 

on New Year', &ve I dc::ldecl It noold be :ipproprla.t e to plo, •"11ld LM& Synell o.t 

th e end or the show. s o, ll:: D.lvld Nlxcn ended his ~ littl e speech to the tlUdlence , 
1 ,c.ruck u;, 'Should Old J.equ.ilntnnc e t.e r ora ot.• (J.t le:ist , tho.t ' s ..ti«lt I me.int tt 

to .. . , 
The enti re e.u t stocd thJnder:rtruclt . They forg ot to bow to the enthi.s l uttc 

&l,dlence. They Ju.st g].MOd :it• • frank t.ugent Slid 1 1 knew th.'\t chtl) w~ pott y,• 

ona ,3.S the cur tain pcpt CloNl I henrd Johnny Bull say 1 1 told )'OU so.• 
Enry evcnln a there wn, ::1 cro.S ot autograph hunters at the stage door . t be.:uacd 

on the11 all encouragln&b' , but lt didn't have MY e trect , except on Boxing D:iy. On 

th.1.t occas i on I w» butUnholed bJ a l:ld.1 In rw-1, . 3 aentlt:D'.Vl In a pepper- .o.nd-~t 

cr,eroo.it • .wxi n boy or ..t>out tt,eh' e. • 
•woold JOU ple»e giv e our son your .'.1JtOgrt1)h?9 gu:ih'!d th e fUn'7 100, . 
•well _. 1 .mlrked, and oddfld .modestlY'l • o r eoune , Jou know Jtci not __. 

The pepr,.i - and-snlt a:entlelDM thrust o Biro Into Ill)' hand , tWld the lad held out on 

expens lvt tj!tosro,ph book. . 
•Lnrg e dllCI cle31' , please ,• &:>.Id the Mppy aen tle!k'fl. 
With :t tl ourlah I ""°te ERIC f'A.n.E r11ht ~S$ ;i p.ice . 
The ll:ICIY SC.."VVled It , md her "3.1'Q s=.lle tadl'd .. She l t t out o sque:il . 
•Look , BtrtrM , It' s a nobod7 . He1 1 ruined Wtl tredt , book. • 
•How d3re you J"\lln Wllt red •.s nutogro.ph book? How d:irt you p.lSJ W>Cler false 

prete nces? We thouiht. lt ~ ttlch:l.cl J.nthony . Wllr l"ed Ms olreody got the Beotlca 

W B t Uy Cot ton - nnCI now - you - how dare )'OU?9 
I ese:iped. 
l'Ye still aot Uie Biro . 
serore Jou at.vt t..*tng that lot too serious ly , I mst l)o1ten to odd U\Qt lllOridrc 

with the Bunter Ca Is a most l'Ondt rtul uperlence . It Is YerT aotta t)'tnc to reel th.at 

one Is · a Cldli>er ot a t e.m - It onlY a • IMOW CIIIOll& the wh:1111 - lik e be Inc a lllll!llber or 
the cre1rrlar1 rooter elenn , ott to play St . Jtm t s . Ea.ch doln& hi s beat tor his 

,tde - tor th t &bow. 
The kl ndneu ot n eryone , th e rrl endl lneu or en ry one 1 II ac.thltlf tmlch 1 shall 
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never forget . The co-op erntton ts tre i;iendous . F'or hour otter hour, d.iy ar ter ct~ , 
rehenrstlls go on, and tei::c,ers are seldom tr ever nllowed to tr oy. 

The cor.tpony qulc.kl.Y 11\0dc me reel one or theN elves . The sto.ge Mnds :ilwoYs had 
o cheery word tor the m1nno"• The stoge door keeper oould not hnve been mon.i k ln dl.y 
and o,ourteous lf I had been Russ Conway. The l adt es on the sta.rr ot the 3.ldttor1um 
were alt oge ther charnlng . They used to come down t o th e orches t ra r o.tl ror a chnt 
before the the atre doors were opened, ond, after t he tlrst Y1eclc, they alw:::iys brought me 
a cup or t e.i ond b lscu I t s and passed thee over the r an after the tntenal . 

On the l ~ t dey o r the show the theo.tre t'.artllger e.:mie doM and leaned ov er the 
rnll . He .st1ld: •This 1s your les t d~. I hope you h.lve h~ an enjoyab le s eason , ond 
that you wt 11 toke a wQY M,ppy llCOOr1es or th e Shaft esbury Theatre .• 

I assured h l o that I shall 3.lW.'.l)'S love the Sh4!tesblir)' flleatre . 
Usually , :1.tt er th e pert cm .,nec , I nould meet Ni gel, Ulc ;',sslstru1t Proau et1on 

11anager, en !:$' wtJY out. InvMl oblY he wculd say, sl;::ipl)': •Thank you , Erl e .• /.rid 1 
would repJ.y: • rh.Ylk ,l2Y , Nigel.• He w.:is the m:ri N'lo gave me i:v light s lgnnl.s so 
expertly . 

It ·lf.\S ol wnys 3 j oy t o henr his •p epW t o.lk. t o the ecq>::i.ny, over the intercom , 
e,ll"l.y ln the nrtcrn oon. He \'«luld S.'.l)': "Good orte moon , ladles and gentlemen. You 
~c exactly halt ~ hour before the cur t ai n rtses. I v,·tsh you all o. sueeesstu l 
perroro.:inc e. 11 

David Nixon t ol d me thnt he had been a keen re:lder or the Mognet t or m..,ny ye,:irs , 
U'lcl was GlwQ.Y3 ti Grcytr lars ton. He l ooked at ce quizzi cally . •Another p;;ipcr l 
l oved ••• Wo.s there o. p~ er called the Popul o.r?'I 

I told ht o there w.i.s. 
One ottemoon Dll\'l d Grtt r Jn (Johnny Bull) sought ce out to ask 1t he coo l d h..'.lve .::i 

copy or Colleetorst Digest . I took hlo one th e nex t d,l)', aM I als o gave htm .::i copy 
ot the FJr.JOus tt.i.gnet t.tle •J ohnnY Bull On The Run. • 

Ott en ,.fln e th e show was on, I used t o st t and wonder - Md I merui wonder. I 
W(]Uld. think or th e dnys l'tl.en t used to buy the Hag,net, week after week. The l ost 
thi ng I could ever hove drellllled ffllS thtlt one d..,y I should be toking part cyselt In the 
pres cnt.l tl on or a Greytrtars pl oy tn th e West End ot London. 

l r:i those pre'""',ru-dJYS th ey used t o sa.y that 1 t would be lq, oss lbl e to stag e Grey
trl nrs ror the :llc:plc r cru;:on thot 1t r,as a she er l ;';l)osslbll tt:, to c.1st Bil l y Bunter . 
Yet BlllY Bunter hos been perteetl.y en.st , both tn Geral d Crutl)l on Md l n hts success or, 
Peter Brtdee mont. 

The one boy who, In rry vi ew, 1".o.s never been too suceesstull.y cost l s HMTY WhO.rton. 
He has proved the nost dtttlcult or nu. Few memcrs or the audien ce can rea U se how 
dlttt eult It ts t o cas t the boys. This yeiir we Md the pertect Bob Cherry and Johnny 
Bull , both held over f rol'l l ast ye.i.r. In appearance , CJOMer, arK1 speech they could not 
have been bettered . But outside th e pnges ot the Ha,gnet, boys grow old er Md bi gger. 
our perfe ct Bob and Jo tumy :rel¥ be too big by next year. Who C.'.lfl tell? 

I t could be that this year 1 s Harry Whartcn was the best so tar. D.i.rk, good 
look i ng, with ti ne eyes , he g.::ive l!llch promise. J.rte r a doUbttul st.:u-t , he tciproved 
enormously after a pcrt ort'..'.tt'lce or two. It he read one or t l'fO o r th e Wharton cl assics , 
he ml&ht yet tllko the perfect lend er or the Fomus five. 

[ was <?lmoSt St3l'tled one aftern oon to meet rran>t Sugent, smoking n ct g.ire tte In n 
cott ldor. J.nd he was eerta lnlY the .smallest and probably th e younges t ot the F'lv e. 

People hllve s.i.l d to oe: •surely you get bored , soetng the same show day a rt er 
dey .• I nevc.r d i d get bored, tor the slc;:, l e r ea son that somethi ng dttterent was Bl.ways 
h..,wentng . There was the .it t emoon when the egg broke as Bunt er was putting It under 
bis ca p. There wo..s onothe r ttme men l got sroothereel with egg vti.en Bunter flung out 
hts eggy hands at the h il ar i ous end or the f ourth scene. An attem oon When Bunt er l ost 
his coll ar nnd bow In a scuttle. 

•Where • s your oollnr Cfld boW?tl o.sked Dav1d Nixon, 1q:iroaptu . 
'1 ' 11 tell you when you •re ol der , • retorted Bunt er • 

.,.,,_,,,,_, __ ,,_,,,, ___ ,,,,,,_Nm,t,/mNI- -J;--'H l - ffl ;HNH-lill;HHJ HIN,IHNllHIH J/H l, IHJ ll 
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J.n 3fte m oon when o soene stuclc ns. It W:l.S being l owered, Zlnd I recei ved the fl ash

ing green light to urge =e to l et the pl Mo take over r rom th e wind fltitch ffas soWldlng 
over the Tonnoy. 

The QlXtl enccs were every bit as fasc i na t ing as t he pl!lYer s. I was alwa,ys gra tt -
Uod to see the l arge m.mber or adults In every 3Udlcnet!. On Bo;dng D.iy I m sure 
there were more adUlts thnn youngst ers In t he th entr e. 'Ille appeal or the se shows to 
young and ol d ali ke Is very obvi ous. Fer this rc.ison I th ink trot the Inclu s i on or 
the mre subtle p i ece or dial ogue here .:i.M th ere Is t.o be wclc<:CIOO. Sueh lt eCLS p.:i.ss 
specd ll.y on r th e hCOOs ot ch ildren , but make the adults r eel Ul3t t l'K!y are a l so 
ca.tcrcd tor . . 

At every pert orm..'\Jlte I made frt1; nda qu l clcl.y wt tJl a number or th e )'OUngs t ers In the 
rront st all s. nicy l ove to M\'e noti ce tck.on or thCI:1, .Uld It ere.at es a s piri t or re.il 
bonhoote ,:pmg their p:irents. 

one nrt.cmoon n l :xl surTeyed Cf,' p l.'.'.no with his heod Oil one s ide. 
He said sl owJ.y: •I t 1 s rat.h er iVl ol d-r a.shl oncd p l .lllO, Isn't Jt? • 
•we hod t t sent over spec l nlly n 'OO Bunter Court, • I assui'ed hi m. He was IIION 

than sot t s rt ed. 
Ji. ll t tl e girl said tQ ac one d::iy: 1 The only thing wrong Is Bunter 's trousers . 

ThCY :ire not t.he saae OS Uui othei · boys•. • 
· ~-1c11,• I po inted out , •Bunt~r I s s o r.:.:.. They have to use t.hrec pnlrs or 

ordi nary tro us ers to L-..'ice oaie pai r tor Bunter . • 
-.nother so tl s fl ed CUStoGJer. 
J.. sooll boy sa id to me: ' itlhen ttr . Quel ch g lve.s Bunter th e c.:u'le on h i s bottoc , I 

reck on th at D.ovld Nixon will m:lke I t dlsapp eat' . 1 

I n:greed - though t wa..s unce:--tn ln Ylhlch was to dls:wpear - ~elch ' s cane or 
Bunter• s bottom. 

Sooe tUDOS I would lci,1-ess on the youngst ers th.."lt th e whole show w~ magic. They 
were th rHled Jllhen, by cercly waving t'IY h.md In t he otr , I could a..,kc all the light s In 
the or chestr a pit ccc e on , 31'1d then cause thee all t o go out .by sntippl ng nu fin gers. 

P~nts would come t o ce aft er the show Md SoY, In ruired voices : ' Th.onk you tor 
talk ing to ey" son ( or d.uiehter }. lt 1 s hel ped to CDX.e t he i r nrtcmoon .• Now that w.o.s 
ni ce Pl!.en rolk &'.lid thl .n~ lik e t rot . It kind or oode oe reel a blt Important , ond 
It ' s kind or ple asant to reel ,1 btt itll)Ort. nnt . 

1 wrui: tickled to death llhen, dur t ng th e l nt en 3.l , yow,gsters would often come nnd 
pop tee ere~ Int o the p it t or me. On t he l.:LSt o.rt.crnoon or the show I had s ix . ·1 
iranaged t o eat t wo or th em. I r Bunt er , on the suige , ever caugh t s1 ght or me wolfing 
t ee ere,lCIS Md thtn goi ng on to te ,1 and bl scu1ts , he cw:t Mve felt j col ous . 

Mos t del ightful or t!.11 W3S to sh:i.ke hands wtth DLBe.st readers across th e orc hestrn 
rail. They c.:uue al ong tn thei r scor es , Md the re ff.:LS hllrdly one ntt emoon during the 
whole month when I d id not have t he ple ,1sure or meet ing re nders , ltOll.)' or 'lilOQ I had ncnr 
met before. I YCS rea lly moved by the l oyalty and nr f octt on or so r.:l."lll.)', plenty or whom 
hOd come l ong dtstances espeel.i.l ly t o attend the sho,r. o r the l ong dl st...V1ce folk , 
there was Jnck Wood ltw had tr avelled from York: 11r. ~d tlrs. Whitehead rroci Fokenhnm 
In Norf olk ; Les Pall:ler and hts thre e tl ne sons t.rom Oxt orcli ttr. :ind Hrs"'. J Im Sut clif fe 
with the tr two splendi d daughters from Southend; Hr. and Krs . Ken Ball with a party 
f ro.ci near Lt nco]JI, Md Hr. and Hrs. J ack Overhlll t raa C£abr tdge . CM anyone wonder 
that Ill¥ month or oore at t he Shnftea bury Theatre w...s a per iod 'ltllch I shall never ror
et t 7 Hy deepl.y sincere t hnnks to Dig es t recd ers , club members, Old t1ods , and all t:!3 
other fr i ends who ca11e .ilong t o make e>e happy duri ng the ~ or the sho,r. 

I regre t t o end on 3 sombre not e. I Mve lx!cn cClqlelle d t o Instru ct rJf;f solt e ltors, 
Hessr s . Nipper ond Kandror t h, to sue Coll ectors Dige st tor lib el. In th e J anuory Issue 
the Digest reporter wrote, about me: •Fro m th e circle he might , at a pi nch , have passed 
tor one or the rnmous Fin , but f ro m the sta ll s you could see it was B1lly Bunter• s 
gr.ind!a.ther t n di sguise .• Ir th.:).t Isn't lib el , I doo' t know flh.:lt l s. I wouldn't haTe 
minded 1t they h.ld likened me to Colonel Wharton , Nr. Prou t, or ,( eontlnued on page 12 ) •• 



Conduct ed by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 1 </ 1 Archd al e Road , 
Eas t Dulwich , London, S.E , 22 . 

Sexton Bl ake - "UNION JACK" - official infom ation 
l!o , 4, By W, 0 , G, Loft s 

'ffiE MYSTERY OF 'MICHAEL STORl'l' SOLVED ! 

• se xton Bl ake has solved m:iny tr1clcy puz.zles 1n hi s long and d lst Sngulshed 
c.::ireer , but few have pres ented such a knotty problem, as thi s one with i n 
the reo.lm or his own sog:i.• 

When Walt er Webb wrote thi s tai l piece in an Annual arti cle a few 
years ago - he coul d have little dreamed - l ike myself I that the burn 
ing ye ar-i n-year-o ut question on the mystery surrounding the Sexton 
Bl ake author , would be finally solved. Old readers of Blakiana , I 
feel sure will not mind me repeating once more the story of .t he 
creator of George Marston Plummer - for the benefit of new ones , who 
may have missed the earlier accowits on the mystery surrounding 
'Mi chae l Stonn 1 

• • •• • ••• 

'Michael St enn was the name of an author who wrote some exce l l ent 
school stories in ' Marvel• •Pluck• ' Boys Friend• •- and proba bly 
several other papers in the 1906-1 0 period , In this period he also 
wrote a few Sexton Blake storie s for the 'Union Jack' commenci ng with 
that fine story in tro ducing George Marston Plummer in ' The Man from 
Scotland Yard ' (U,J, 222 11/1/1900), An astonishing fact is that 
no edit or - or author for that matte r had ever s een the writ er , and it 
was gene ral ly agreed by them, t hat ' Michael Storm • ,was a complete 
mystery man, who li ved abroad . About 1910 Mrs, Storm presented her
self to ~ted Press and said simply ' That her husband had died 
abr oad • and that she had quit e a few s t ories written by her late 
hus band• - and they were accepted and paid to he r, Later it trans 
pired that mny of these stories were in fact written by G. H, Teed , 
who ha d met Mrs. Storm whilst coming over fran I ndo-China on the same 
boat, and ,!rs. Storm had in troduced his stories t o Fleetway editors , 

·as a s ort of goodwill, to a new aut hor trying t o get a start in writing 

'bo;tS, .. fi c tion. H'"'"'"""'"'""'""'"'"'"'"""""''"''""'"''""""""'"'""'-"''"""""""""'""N""'""m'"'"""'"""'"'""'"''"" 
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Nothing illegal of course about thi s - and soon Teed was to be
come one of their greatest writers - whilst Mrs, Stonn just faded out 
of the pi cture , · · 

In an ear l y C,D, Annual the late · lierbert Leckenby stated that 
' Michael Storm ' was the pen-name of a Charles Ignatius Sempill - who 
had writte n quite a few novels under that name - and who had written 
many Radio scripts for the B, B,C, · Inve s tigation by myself at the 
t ime - showed that .a s thi s .gentleman was only born i n 1898 (as by an 
Author ' s Who) it was a sheer itlpossibility "for him t o have writ t en 
stories ( which were indeed above the average writer) when 8 years of 

• ' . Confusion on this mystery :was also introduced when it was 
suggested that ' Duncan Stol'!ll1 ano"ther writer i n the same peri od was 
the same person , But I was able to prove beyond doubt maI\Y years 
ago, that t he writer of t he very poJ'llar Bombay Castle stories - was 
none other than t he poJ'llar Gilb er t Flloyd, who had no connection with 
' Michael Storm' at al l, 

Boulogne-S~er in France is a very pleasant sea-side r esort , 
and several times a year I vi sit this French town, now grea tl y r ebui lt 
since the shell ing which r educed much of it to rubble during the second 
worl d war. Prior , however, to the first worl d war, it was here that 
an Engli shman of th e name of ERNEST SF}IPILL - probab l y relat ed to the 
famous Beran Sempill famil y wrote his stories for the Amalgamated 
Press under the nOOH!e-plume of ' Michael Stam 1 'Which tie was even 
known under by official records, 

It is not my intention to dwell on the ·subj ec t, of why and how 
this writer chose to do this , as it was purely his own private affair , 
and no concern of ours - but proof of these findings were recent l y 
given to me by •a well known editor - who had I know., met ' Michael 
Stom ' seve ral times , but i n the .pest was greatly .re l uctant to talk 
about th e affair - except to say that i t was a great myst ecy affair, 
best forgotten .. , • · · 

... 1'WM1. )'OU say about l'Uehael Storm Is accurate to r:tf r ecolle ction ; and 1t ls 
quit e pcs.slbl e he wns re l .ited t(1 Baron S ef:1)111. ' I met hi m qui te a few tloes , on 
hi s tl eeting Tisi ts to r:tf orrtce, and I should say he was a 11:Wl of good tdUcat ton. 
J. nue nt and wtttT connrso.tlonal l st , aged abcut 45, he "4S s l mllar tn ~pearance 
to Peter U.sttnov the ramous actor .. coq,l et e wlt.h '411skers all round hts race. He 
lh'ed ln eltller Fro.nee° or Switzerland •••• 

Re<!deis of the old UNION JACK who have .read the exce ll en t Xmas 
Double Number for the year 1908 entitled "The Ghost of Rupert Forbes" 
w:!11 also be interested to learn t hat Forbe s is the family name of the 
SE1Dpill ' s , and to read thi s s tory , and also the theme of _t he first 
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Plummer story , they may gl ean some idea perhaps of the myste ry 
surrounding 1Michael Stom' . It is obvious that there must have been 
sane connection between Ernest Sempill and Charles I gnatius Sempill -
maybe fath er and son . 

E:mest Brind l e: 
At, written in another article for the C . D. - this writer had, it 

was believed, sane connect i on with a very early substitu t e st . Jim I s 
story in the GEM. A famous war correspondent for the DAILY MA:IL in 
the 1900 period , Ernest Brindle did however , write quite a large number 
of boys stories in various papers controlled by Hamilton Edwards . 
Mr. G. R. Samways can remember him wel l, as he was an old p.ipil of 
King Edward' s School - which he , H. w. Twyman (editor of the U. J.) and 
Hedley 0 1Mtlnt (Chie f sub-editor on t he MAGNEI') attended - and probab l y 
was instrumental in get ting them a start on their respectiv e careers . 
Mr. Samways can also ranember with pride a l et t er that Erne s t Brindle 
wrote to him , whilst he (Samways) was still at school , praising some 
vers e he had wrote in the school magazine. 

Ernes t Brindle fil however write at le ast one Sexton Blake yarn 
for the UNION JACK, No. 427 16/1 2/ 1911, entit l ed mE RAJAH'S VOW. 
And so anot her IlBll!e is added to the growing band of authors who have 
written about the great detective SEXTON BLAKE. 

BLAKE IN SYDNEY By Eric Copeman 

Last night here in Sydney we had Sexton Bl ake visit us in our 
lounge roan per medium of TCN Channel 9 , one of Syttney' s CCllllllercial 
tel evision channels . It was a real case of nostalgia because Blake 
brought with him Tinker ("his name' s just Tinke r" said Blake) , Mrs. 
Bardell , Superintendent Venner and Sergeant Bel ford . Yes , it was an 
old film , the one released in 1944 called "Meet Sexto n Blake" starring 
Davi d Farrar as Blake, and maybe its story wasn ' t all that brill iant , 
but at least there was a reasonable at t empt to portray Blake the wey 
we used to think pf h:il!I. Our first view of him was from the back , in 
topcoat and hat and he looked for all the world like an E. R. Parker 
ill ustrati on come to life ! Tinker (John Varney) may have la cked some 
of the character we like to imagine him t o possess but a t least he 
referred to Bl ake as "guv'nor" and Bl ake called him "ol d son. 11

· Mrs. 
Bardell may have l ost a li tUe weight but she dropped some good 
"Bardellisms " whenever ohe appeared and there was every at tempt made 
to keep her i n charac t er - Bl ake even affec t ioll'!,t ely re f erring t o her 
i n ' the old Gwyn"~ .. style,,,as "Mrs. B. II "' There ,,were' intelli§ent """"'IH• 
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obse rvations and deductions, sane good rre..:.fo1'-8l.ls, shadowi ng , 
gloa:Jcy' docks, murky river s cenes , shootings , in fact most that we were 
willing to accept in an SBL of the vintage years , Blake rsnai.ned 
completely in character throughou t, aloof but l ovable , canplete vi th 
dressing gown and briar pipe in a couple of more homely sequences , 
and admired and respe cted by odd characters i n the sto ry, Venner 
wasn' t so convincing ; he would have been bette r if he ' d been called 
Coutts. Belford wos simpl y a blDDbling assistant wit h a pro nounced 
accent . But eve n Pedro was referred to a couple of times and it was 
good to hear all the familiar names in our own home. Unfortuna t ely 
the fi lm was screened late - it didn ' t start till 11 p.m, an<\ 
finished at about 12 , 30, Equall y unfortunat ely , when the sequences 
were i nt errupted by 11c0t001ercials, 11 the film was reintroduced with a 
printed sub-title of "Meet Sexton~" and that jarred l And in 
one of our l ocal TV weeklies I read the words "Sexto n Blake .Qf , 
Scotland Yard so l ves a difficult crime, " But the othe r TV book was 
more accurate in saying "Sexton Blake and Scotland Yard join forces 
to solve a difficult case . " It was a t ouch of the old days and I 
l oved it . I wasn ' t the least c riti cal , I couldn't af ford tc be , 
I t ' s' the only Bl ake film I have ever seen , And it was Blake the way 
I like t o remember him, ( Just one odd note , A young girl who 
hel ped Blake and Tinker was called "Nobby Clari<" and i t was t he first 
time I 'd ever heard of a fsnale of that name! ) 

A NINNOI AtDNC THE WHALE§ (contlnued troc page 8) .. , 
even Goali ng, the Porter \ But il lll.Y Bunter 1 s gr.:indtather L No, s lr\ I am rue lng 
the writer or the report, the edlt or or c. o., and York Dupllcattng SerYlces . I hope 
to be obl e to retire tn comfort on th e proceeds. 

'I'll§ fl.IT08I()(jR6fHT Of . F1L'.NK RJCRJ..Rl§: (Henortal Edition) 25/ -. 
Antlablo fn:a all booksellers , or direct , to my address In the ,rorld , t roc Colleettrst 
Digest Ottt ce . 

~: Hagnets Noa. 829, 87', 875, 882, 884, 888. s .o.L. Ho, 6o. 

DR1 R1 WIUl)H, ' J001 BRCIOfUU> ROI.O, ~ · 

FOR BAL& QR Q()lAN(jB: 19t7 Holtda.y Annual , Sextcm Blak e Libr aries , 1957 - 1963. All 
tn t.1cellent concltt Jon. 

~: Helson Lee Llbrart u 1923 - 19JJ. 8 .0 .Ls. (St . Frankl a only) , Fullest 
<Jetalla to:-

" , BRAE 81'Rp:r, ~-



DO YOU lill •II,1'!1lER? By Roger M. J enkins 

No, 47 - Schoolboys ' Own Library No. 170 - "Pref ec ts on Strike" 

Charles Hamil ton always regarded t he Magnet and t he Gem as having 
a ci rcle Of readership that Was superio r t o that Of th e Boy,:, I Fri end o 
The t1i.ie l over of the school s tory, he reasone d, woul d read ab"out 
Greyfriars and St. Jim ' s , vhere as the not so avid re ade r who wanted a 
selection of sho rt it ems would take the Boys' Friend i n which the 
Rookwood story , with sane five or six chapt ers , occupi ed only abou t a 
quarter of the paper . 

Of course , Charl es Hamil ton was t oo fine an arti s t to write d01m 
t o his re aders or to offer seco nd- best deli berately , The Rookwood 
stories consequently represent an achievement that was of a very high 
quality, and i n a wey they were more cor.sistently good t han the Grey
friars or St . Jim 's stories , since they were written over a shor t er 
peri od of time and wer e only a brief episode every week! In a sens e 
they repre sent a bri lliant cameo - the art of sc hool story writi ng in 
miniature . 

Neverthel ess , there i s no doubt that Charles Hamilton used Rook-
wood as a testi ng ground for themes that occurred t o him . I f they 
succ eeded, well and good - th ey would be used l ater in the Magnet and 
the Gem: such th 001es as a fl oat ing boarding -house and a rebelli on on 
an i s lan d in the river first appeared at Rookwood (which makes me dis 
believe the the ory that the Amalgamated Pre ss su ppli ed Charles Hamil ton 
with detailed plots in th e Golden Age sin ce so many themes at thi s 
time were repetitions of earlier ones) . If the theme didn ' t succeed , 
or didn ' t seem likely to t ransfer well to another schoo l , then no more 
was heard of it. Such themes as a strike of masters or prefects 
could not be used at other schools because they depended upon th e 
stubborn irescib1li ty of the Rookwood headmaste r. 

It was Dr. Chisholm who sparked off the crisis in the tale that 
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was r e])rt nted in No. 170 of th e Schoolboys ' Own Library - "Pr e fec t s 
on St rik e . " As Owen Conquest said , "His decisions were promulgat ed, 
as i t were, f ran the heights of (]zymp,3, and it was not fo r common 
mortals t o cri t i ci se t hem, much l ess oppose th em. " Bulk el ey walk ed 
into a booby- trap i nt ended for Car thew, l ost his temper with Raby, and 
was ins tantl y r emoved f ran his hi gh posi tion by Dr. Chis holm who had 
arrived at such an inop portune moment, The prefec t s th emsel ves were 
incensed , and a f te r protest i ng to no avai l they res i gned i n a body. 

Like al l Rookwood stories , this tal e came quickly t o a cri sis 
and devel oped speed il y i n short epi sodes , There was no time fo r the 
le isurely approach ·camnon i n l a te r l·fai;t1et series , Nonetheless , there 
was pl enty of drama, and some humour \when Tubby Muffin was el ected 
captain , to thwart Garthew) , and events moved swiftly t o a sa t i sfying I 
conclusion : " the obstinate pride of t he old gentl eman was vanquis hed t, 
at l ast . " 

* * * * * 
G™-5 OF HAMILTONIA No. 4 . (New Series ) 

The juniors listene d to Mr, So ' s bubbling t alk with i n t erest ; 
but they wondered whet her there was not something more so li d i n "old 
China" than in "ne'.l China". 

"Later , " said Mr. So Fat , waving an enthusi astic ha.Di, which 
narro wl y missed t he nose of a Tartar gentleman passi ng by, and caused 
t he Tartar gentleman t o jump - "l a ter , we sweep away al l this ; we 
have new, grand roads , and motol'-CarS by the honourable myriad ! In 
this city , so far, there has not been one motor accident ! Late r, we 
have our acciden ts , same as i n honourable London - great , new 
hospitals shal l be erected , t o accommodate the victims of imoense 
t ref ficl Yes , China is s l ow - but China advanc es ! Oh, yes , I WI 

ashamed to say that we st ill cut off obnoxi ous bead of criminal in 
Chi na! Late r , we hang one anothe r with excellen t ropes , as you do 
i n Engl andl Oh, yes !" 

"Fine ! 11 grinned Bob, 
"Here there is li t tle wheel ed t raf fi c, " said Mr. So Fat , "In 

the South of China whee l s are few; once they were almos t unknown. 
In the North, pl enty ! Late r we have imoense quant i ty of whee l ed 
tre f fi c l Oh l Yes ! Where ther e i s a whee l the re is a way, as you 
say i n Engli sh ." ' 

The party valked on in to t he fishmongers I s tr ee t , The s ight s 
in that quart er di d not raise thei r s pirit s , They shivered at the 
aie;}lt of s l i ces CU.t fran li ving fish for sa l e . _ .... ,.,,..,_,,_,_,,,.,,,,._, __ ,,,_ .... 
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Johnny Bull gave an angry grunt . 
11Brutes ! 11 he growled. "Let' s get out of thi s 111 

"I agree with whole heart I" said So Fat . "In England you boil 
your lobster alive l fut perhaps he lik e it l Yes?" 

( There will be a special competition in connection wi th this new 
series of Gems of Hamiltonia in a f ew months' t ime. Watch for 
future announcement s . ) 

* * * * * * * 
MAGNET MUSINGS 

~ -0! ~· -"~~ 

Who would secure most votes if a popllari ty poll on Greyfriars 
characters was conducted among today's collectors? I am sure the 
Bounder , Vernon Smith, would be the winner . 

f.lany Greyfri ars boys seem just "too good to be true , " and may have 
had sane thing t o do with the decline in Magnet sales in the ' thirties. 

By that period boyish behaviour had vastly changed fran the 1912-
14 pat tern , everi if it remained the same in Fllmous Five fiction till 
the unfortunate finish . 

Mention in September Collectors• Disest of a reprint of "Billy 
Bunter But t s In , " which has "the evel'-popllar theme of Harry Wharton 
feuding with Mr. Quelch , " reminds me that in No. 259 of Schoolboys ' 
Own Librery, Harry Wharton becanes the rebe l of th e Removo, falls out 
with friends , openly defies his form-master, and makes himself " the 
worst boy in the school . " The story , "Rebel of The Remove, 11 waa much 
sought after in those 1936 days , I prest1De. 

In the Gem that month there was more feuding - a Jimny Silver run 
Co. dis!"te entitled "From Foe to Friend . " Come to think of i t , Herr 
Hitler was getting into his s tri de in 1936, so little wonder feuding 
was pop.tlar even in boys I papers . 

I have neve r seen a college boy in N. Z. i,ea ri ng a top hat . They 
just wuld not dar e , so I am wondering what kind of reception Magnet 
No. 1,456 received in this count ry when the cove r sho wed Greyfriars ' 
boys about to board the Fri ardale train wearing sinning t op hats . 
More especially as , i n the firs t chapte r , Bob Cherry dec l ares : "There ' s 
Temple in a topper . What about foo t er to fi ll up time? Thoughtful of 
Temple to brinl< that topj>\!r•'' I r eckon N.Z. r eaders would have 
heartily "fo:;ea - especially as the )lrti.st ~ shown Bob and pals in 
t~ .}'ats , .... oo l ,_,_,,,,,., .. ,,..--- .. ··- "''-'"'"" ___ .,,_, __ , ___ ._.,.,.,,, __ 
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When he visited the London OBEC i n December 1963, Edwy Searles 
Brooks revealed that , while he 11as sti ll at school , his favourite 
paper was THE BOYS' liER,,LD . Mr, Brooks is now 74 and he fi rst 
started writing adventure stories fo::- fun when he was 15. At the 
age of 17, he wrote a 2,000 word story and sent it to a paper called 
YES OR NO. He received three guineas for this s t ory , This encour
aged him to send a 10,000 word s torJ to 'mE BOYS' FRIDID. 

"The Edi tor sent for me and said I looked ·so young that he 
thought I was one of hi s readers , He accep ted my third story and 
then asked me if I could write n St . Jim ' s story , I sent in a 6, 000 
word s t ory and the Edit or was verJ pleased with it, Then he asked 
me to write a serial consi st i ng of 18, 000 words per week. '!he Edit or 
gave me the basic i dea f or thi s story •11 

Whil e Mr. Brooks was writing an occasional Sexton Blake s t ory, 
the Edito r, Mr, Back, asked him to do a Nelson Lee story , llr, Brooks 
asked t he edi to r if he could wri t a a series and was asked for an out
lin e of th e proposed series , 'Iha editor felt that authors t ended t o 
run out of ideas and that a series would not be complet ed. However, 
THE GREm TRIANGLE was the first series , then fo ll owed THE CIRCLE OF 
TrnROR. The Edi tor then s-s ted what becmne the JIM THE PmMAN 
seri es . This wri t i ng of Nelson Lee series continued for a while 
until the Edi tor suggest ed making the Detect i ve a part of a continuing 
school series , Mr, Brocks was doubtful about this step and fe l t 
that Nel son Lee woold be out of his element . However, the first 
Nelson Lee school story he wrote doubled the circulation of 'll!E NWO!I 
LEE LIBRARY, It was call .ad. NI PPER K1 ST, FRANKS, The nBme of the 
school was invented by llr , Brooks, He did n •t have to lock fa r for a 



name for the school . His rife 1 s name is Frances . 
"I think the _decline of THE NELSON LEE was caused by two thin8S: 

the national slUl!!p and unemployment after 1929 caused th e circulation 
"to f!,O do,m and th ere was too much mucking about with Edi t ors. Edi tor 
May went to another paper and was repla ced by two or three othe r 
editors . When Alfred Edgar became editor he wanted every story to 
fe a ture Handforth. Also , I had to confo nn to edi tortal wishe s to 
change t he setup at St . Franks in regard to the increasing of t he 
number of houses . However, it was my idea that Rru.ph Lesli e 
Fullwood should undergo a re fonna tion. I did not intend to refonn 
him at all when I first inven t ed him , and af t e r his refonn I had t o 
supply another black sheep in the shape of Bernard Forrest . After 
THE IIE!.50N LEE LIBRARY finis hed, I f elt pre t ty awful about being rele 
gated to the back of THE Gll!, 

"I never colla borated wi th aeyone in th e wri tin,; of the St . 
Frank's stories . ! did not plot the school s tories out before 
wrt ting th em. In regard to THE NELSON LEE, there was no collaboration 
at first between th e autho r and ar t i s t and Arthur Jones was the only 
artist I ever t al ked to in r egard to t he ill ustr ations drawn f or the 
St . Frank' s stories . He was a very ni ce chap and very quick to grasp 
what I i nt ended. 

"Most St . Frank ' s stortes to ok me three dey s to write in l onghand , 
When I st,irted to use a dicta phone I found I could write a story in 
thre e hours. I was usual ly five s t ories ahead in th e Nelson Lee/St. 
Frank's seri es. When I went to Amertca for a holiday, I wrote s i x 
complete Nelson Lee s t ories in one week , I dict a ted th ose direct to 
a typewriter , to my wife and brother . The Edi tor said a ft e rwards 
that th ey were as good as any others I had writ t en ,• 

Mr. Brooks enjo yed writing for THE UNION JACK, Regarding THE 
PROUD TRAM, Edi to r TwYJl!Wl was let down by the author who was t o have 
writ t en the fi f th s t ory in the series , He teleph oned an SOS and sent 
Mr. Brooks the li s t of clues by post . The story was finished in time 
for p.ibli ca tion but it was a race against time. Mr. Brooks does not 
now work at thi s hectic pace . He writes three or four novels a year 
under his pen- names Victor Gunn and Berkeley Grey . Nonnan Conquest 
was first called Pet er Gay by him but the editor thought that t he name 
by which this characte r is now known was the be tter of th e two . The 
autho r did not a t first plan to write a series of Conquest stories . 
He intended him so l ely to be in a couple of stories he was writi ng for 
THE THRILLER, Mr. Brooks pr ef erred writing Detective St orte s to 
School Stories and his main pr eference was for Sext on Blake with Nelso n 
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Lee as second choice . 
"I usually plan 15 chapters for my new novels . My Victor Gunn 

stories se l l very well in Gex,nany. In America, they have so many of 
their ovn detective writers that it i s a difficult marl<et to break 
into . I have travelled all over America and the Continent ; however, 
I had not been t o Canada when I took tho boys of St , Frank's to the 
Canadian Northwest . Hulbert Footner•s writings helped me with tho 
local color for these stories . " 

"Though I had read THE MAG!rnr and 'llfE GJ;?,1 as a boy at school , 
when I was asked to write substitute stories for THE GEM about 1910, 
I found it hard to write about another author ' s inve ntions because it 
is so easy to make them appear out of character , I can understand , 
Mr. Hamil ton ' s feelings about substitute sto ri es appearing under his 
name, I didn ' t l ik e stories in THE BOYS' BEIJ1l appearing under my 
name when I had not written them, however, it was the policy of the 
AP to employ substitute writers ." 

As members of the London OBBC and having access to Librarian Bob 
Blythe ' s copies of 'mE NEISON LEE, we are in a more fortunate position 
than the author of the original stories , for he cemented : 

"I f I read any of the St . Frank ' s stories now they would all be 
new to me. 'Ibey were all written a loc.g time s.go and I have forgotten 

. most of thEID.. 11 

So it would seem that we who have newly discovered St, Frank ' s or 
those of us who are re-readi ng E<lwy Searles Brooks for the first time 
since boyhood probably have a greater apprecia tio n and enjoyment of 
his school stories than the author himself . 

* * * * * 
LE1i EXPERT Sil l§ FOR !IE'rl ZEALAND 

Jim Cook, the well -known authority on Nelson Lee lore and popilar 
writer of our Letters From St . Frank series , l eft England early in 
January to make his hoce in New Zealand . 

Our Australian Club is arranging a special meeting to welcome 
Mr. Cook when he breaks his journey at Sydney, and our New Zealand 
readers will be happy to know that so knowle<l8eable an expert as Jim 
will sdon be among them. 

· We wish Jim and his family every hapj)iness in their new home, 
and we are delighte d to assure readers that another of the famous St. 
Frank's letters will soon be on its way to Collectors ' Digest. 



NEIL Bl'l:K IN SACKCLOTH AND ASHES 

Neil Beck writes; 

I have just read Jack Wood' s article in January C. D. 
I would lik e to apologise fo r my mistak e in my Annual article 

,men I said that Xmas 1918 was a year with no Chrisbnasny story . 
My expl anat i on is t hat I have neve r read the series am, as I 

looked down the list of titles in t he Jack llason se ri es and saw no 
Christmassy titl e, I wrongly took this to mean that there was no Xmas 
story . 

~ : Good loose copies or bound.-volumes containing any of the 
fo llowi ng: ~ - 52, 131 to 149 incl113iv e , 195, 205, 237, 238, 
239, m, 318, 319, 353, 400, 411, 422, 435, 469, 706, 119, 151, 152 , 
753, 7621 763, 009, ~:Ost issues between 821 aM 890, 900, 921, . 924, 
925, 936, 938, 940, 942, 943, 946, 951, 965, 967, 988, 996. 
Gms - Many issues between 400 am 500, Maey is sues between 800 am 
f579, Als o Nos . 925, 935, 953, 954, 956, 975, 900, 984, 985, 989, 
990, 992, 993, 998, 1129, 1150, ~: 183, 190, 370, 385, 396, 
452, 455, 466, 474, EARLY PEllNY POPULAllS: Nos. 12, 13, 45, 47, 48 , 

ERIC FAY?IE, "EXCEIBIOR HOIBE, " 'GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, ~· 

BOOKB INDI NG 

ALL TYPES OF BINDINGS UNDmT.AKBI: BOORS REBOOND OR REPAIRED: 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

L, WARD, 3 IIEA!l'HERDlllE CLOSE, ~ . .§!ll!!lit, TEL: MIT. 38'37 

YOUR PRICE PAID FOR "King of the Isl.ands" Boys I Friend Librari es . 

JO, PARK SQUARE, NQR1'1W1Pl'ON • 
,,.R.,,.,,.,.,.,,..,,,, .. .,_ ,_,.,. .. ,.,,.,,. .. ,,.,..,.,., ... ,..., ..... , .... ,.,-,. _ _ __ _ ,,,,,,ll1'l,Ul,;,1,.,,llll- U"""'""'"' · .,,., NHN.,lllt"""""" 

ANNUALS WANTED: "Holiday" 1920; . "Champions"' pre-war (not 1925). 
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DANNY'S DIARY 

FEBRUARY 191 JJ• 
This a,nth we all went to the last per t ornanc e at the Tivoli M\lstc Hall ln the 

strand . It was orlg lnallY opened In 1891. 
Hr. Albert Cheval i er , Who 1'138 In the Yer)' first show there, was also ln th e last 

one, and he made a ni ce 
spee<:h menti oning old 
ravourltes lik e Dan Leno, 

Jenny Hill , and Charles 
Godf re y nho ha1 appeared 
at th e the a tre , ond he j 
then led the ,llldlence l n ~ · 
singing 1 .lul d Lang S)'Tie.• 
The Ti voli 1S non t o be 
pulled dom , «1d th ey r.alk 
or bu ildi ng a pi ctur e 
palo.ee In its pl ace . 

l haVe h.d the Penny 
Popular every week t hi s 
QOnth , becaus e there has 
been a splend id series or 
stories about the St . 
J h•' s boys afl oat on a 
steamer called the •condor.• 
One or the covers or the 
Penny Pop ,was qut te strange 
tor a beys' pa.,er. It 
showed a wedding , .lnd It 
was d~wn by R. J . 
Hacdonald t o i ll us t rate 
the Sexton Blake tale 
Wil ch was cal l ed •Tbc 
Fe.nCleld Consplrnc y.• Hr. 
L1ndsoy was most am:r.cd 
tffl.en t shor;ecl t t t o bl m. 
He sa td t t 111.os an old st.ory , 
once cal led ' The Third 
!".an,• whlch appeared In 
the 'id Unton Jack ln ~een 
Victo ri a' s retgn . 

In th e second round 
of th e F .A. CUp there 1118.S 
only one dr aw out or 16 
games. .Aston Villa, th e 
cup holders, won away 
aga in s t Exete r , md 11M
cheste r CJty bea t Tott enham 
a t Hoocheater • .., __ ... ___ ... _ _ ,,_ ._.,.ffllj_l'l __ ,,,,,,,,, ... ,....,.,,.,,_,..,,.._ , __ ,,...,.. ....... H,..1" 
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The Magnet has been qul te gcod tht s mcflth wt 111.out be lng except tonal. •Bunter's 
Black Ctam1' was a rtne footballer named Dlnlwayo. Bunt er pretended to know htm well . 
so Wingate asked Bunter tr he could pcrsuDde Olnlwayo to ploy tor the Crcytr lar s Plrst 
Eleven . Tbl s was 3 tnce r tor Bunter, ftho didn 't really know Dlnlwa)'O at all. H<M-
ner, lt nl.l turned out well , and Dl nbrtl)'o did plQ tor Gre:yfr Jat-s at the tln l sti. 

•The P3.ctory Rebel !fll was rathe r an odd story ~ut o strike , led by 3. brutnl 
ag lt o.tor n~ N~t Boe&s, at o locnl j:m !acton . 

In •Pet er Toek!t s Plot • Wtng.o.te was accused or mixing wt th bad peopl e at the 
.\nchor IM, but It t urned out trot It w.:,..s re :ill.Y someone el!:e who looked li ke Wtngote . 
Snoop wn.s the snob In 'Th e Snob's Lesson.• He was asha:ned or his CnnadlM uncl e , 
Mr. Huggins . 

In ' The W?llte Peother4 there was a nervoos new boy no.J:M?d Percy &81:1:)nd, He got 
hls pluck back event ually . 

The school te :1Chers i n Her efordsh i re are all out on stri ke ror more pay. It 
seems o <1re.Jdru1 ex3Dl)lo ror schoolm.1Sters t o gtv e to their cl asses , t,ut I wtsh CO' own 
He:xmnster would go on str ik e . Ever since he round out th.ot I keep o cu.u ·y , he calls 
me •Peeps. • So till"', I hnven r t told him ore for tt. 

Doug took hts I ndy friend , ~'rcd.i, tp see •Arte r th e Gir l,' a ni!w revue a t the 
Gai ety The-ttre . It lasted 3! hours which Doug sa id w.:lS 111..1ch too long , UK>Ugh I ctt"SClC 
ltk c plenty for money. The scene?')' w.is BW'Vellcus , and the costucies , necord tng to 
Frccki , were vet')" beD.utltul, very fashi onabl e , and very uncomfortru>le . 

I don' t s~cm as though I can ever get on with Freda. She to ld my Hum she W3S 
sheeted to sec mo walk ing on a ladY' s inside . 

trum gave :,, littl e squeak ~ said: •Walking on o llldy 1 s l ns t de? Wh:i.t do )'OU 
mem, Fredo?• 

. Fredo explained th.it she had seen me walking wtth o ladY, and I wo.s on the tn s t de 
or the p.ivement. Freda Is a bit or .i ent . t boo to keep Etti' sword an:i tree, and tn 
MY ense , 1t w.:im't a lMY - it wo.s 1Zf ?lull. ' 

The Gem has been good thi s ia:Jnth . In • Halting Things ffWII,' Nulvaney Najor had 
hls YOU!lg brothe r, Ni ck , cane to St. J im's as a new boy . HI~ l s o rtot , 

Jn •Roll.yin& Round Ft ggt ns .• Figg i ns entered tor . nn examlnntloo called th e Bishop• s 
Hed3l. He wanted to shaft c oualn Ethel tnat he had bratns as well a.s brmm. 

I dldn' t care llllch tor ' D' Arc)'' s ttysttrlous Preaent. 11 l n whlch Lord Eost ftlOod sent 
Gussy a walking .stick Jlhlch dif ferent pe,>ple tried to ste al. The sti ck cc:ntal ned some 
vl\lunble st a t e se cr ets . A. btt sllly , I thought . Next week lt was Lowther wh:> was 
' Lad Ast~ by Levison ,. Knox , and Cutts . Lowther bet en o horse , and tr i ed to go t o 
J1Uggle ton Rac es. In the end, CUtU nnc1 Knox were Clogged . 

•1. Birthday Celebration ,• was ( WU'lf • Tom J1eM7 & co . got up o concer t to 
ce lebrate ttr . Lin ton ' s birthday , 3lld F iggins took t he pl:lce or the r eo.1 conjuror 'Mlo 
1'0.S named Kr• Bul&er. 

I h3n just bought an Iron hoop which I bowl along the road .-wlth a sk ld. It ls 
gQod exeretse , though Hrs . Tonbrl d&e, our next door neighbour , sny s th e notse or 1 t 
goes thrQugh her poor head . It 18 great run tt')'lng t o bo" l nv hoop nlong the tro.ci 
li nes. 

I Md one copy or Chuckle s this ra:ints• f'r'Qnk. Rlchords 1 s t ory about Dick Tf'Ul!IPer 
and co. was 'Tho Courtrleld Chall enge ,• and t here was also n FetTe ra Locke at.cry collect 
• the Tatto oed Eye.• 

~~~ooN:~s~d~~: ;~~Cr~! ~~l ·~~~;:;s~e~idi~·.~n 8;!~~~!!~~. ":~ogood 
Thrill ers Nos. 278, 2~ , 343, 359, 360, .:,61, J65 , 369 , J71 , }72 ,. J79, 381 , .382, !8}, )86, 
4La2, 44.},. h85: nlsg. B.r.L. tst. 749 • Corinth tor the cup.• \1111 pay hl &b pricea or 
will gtn llberall.y, Nel 3on Lee Li b. 2nd sertes con.y numbers, Schoolboys °"1 Llb . (St . 

=~~ ~.,.. ·~11, .. fa .. ,g?~!.d ,~ •• t~·· 8~UJ.Wsi:..N~WI £\ED/illlk 
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MIDLAND 

Meeting held 17th December 1 1963: 
The meeting before Xmas is al wa,,ys an unlucky one for us as far 

as attendance goes . Works parties and other engagements generally 
keep quite a fev of the members awa,,y. Tonight was no exception. 
The nine present were besi des myself , Nonnan Gregory, Madge and Jack 
Corbett, Win Brown, Tom Porter , Jack Bellfi el d , Ted Davey and John 
Bond. There was no fixed programme and a quiz concocted by the 
write r was first disposed of . Fourteen items , Hamiltonian and 
Sexton Blake with one Nelson Lee, seemed to be mor e difficult than I 
thought and only Tom Porter and No:nnan had much success with t hese . 
Four each correct . The Collectors Item was a wonderful mint volume 
of Christmas Magnets brought along by Tom Porter . The anniversary 
rumber was No. 1609, Harry Wharton's Christmas Guest . Another one 
was one fran the famous Rebel series , No. 1296, The Runawa,,y Rebel. 
A Game of Greyfriars Bingo was then enjoyed - No:nnan appearing again 
to have al l the l uck tha t was goi ng th ough Madge Corbett was the lucky 
one to win the Library raffle . The reading was from a Magnet of the 
Loder ' • convict cousin series and much to the taste of the assembl ed 
members. For all the smal l attendance this was a happy little meet
ing and finishe d up t he year 1963 in a highly satisfac tory way. Next 
meeting January 28th. 

HARRY llliOSTER 

NO~ 
Meeting held on Sat urday, 11th January , l'l§i & 

Secretary . 

There was an excellent at tendance at 239 Hyde Parle Road for this 
our first meeting of 1964, and fortunately the ,1~ather co!l(litions were 
a great improv- nt on t hose prevailing in January c,f last year, Our 
Chairman, Geoffrey Wilde , was compelled t o mBke an ear ly departure 
and so Vice-Chainnan Jack Wood occupied the centre of the r,ostrum . 
He had a s;,eyial-.l!2,rd qf welcome fo r tw,2 new memJ>,,o}'S,. Mr , .. anc: l!,ri,.,1. T, .. 
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Vest . 
lie had an unusually large and interesting batch of correspondence 

this month, including a let t er from Lllwrence Morley , who attended the 

meeting of the London club at which Edwy Searles Brookes was present . 

lie were also pleased to hear from Noman Smith , who has now l eft the 

district , but hopes to be able to attend meetings from time to time . 

Jack ilood had just returned fran London, where he ven t to see ' Billy 
Bunter Meets Magic,' at the Shaft esbury Theatre , and also mqt Eric 

Fayne, who cordially returned our good wishes for the New Year on 
behalf of the London Club. 

Then Gerry Allison took over fo r the first itED of a new series 
of talks and readings in which various members will give their 

impressions of one of Charles Hamilton's characters. Gerry chose 
Vemon..Smi th of tho Groyfriars Remove, and read an extract from a 

Maenet story which describad how th e Bounder, out of his dormitory at 

nieht , surprised a burglar in the Head' s stud,y - an episode which 
illustrated Smithy's nerve and presence of mind . 

A quiz by Frank Hancock of 30 questions followed, th e winner 

being Elsi e Tayl or , vi th 22 correct. Bill Williamson next vi th 21, 
and Nevill e Vear , Jack Wood and Gerry Allis on equal third with 20. 

A short discussion on general topics followed , and ve teminated 

another enjoyable .meeting at .9. 20 p.m. 
llext meeti ng , Sa!urday, 8th February . 

F • HANOOCK Hon. Soc . 

December Meeting: 
Happy ant icipation turned into enjoyable reality when members 

sat down for thei r Christmas party at the Cameo Coffee Inn on 

T!rursday, December 19th . Mine host , Mr. ChaJIDBn, excell ed himself, 
am like the weather the bill of fare vas most enjoyable. The 

candles on the cake were lit and members toasted the future of the 

club , now celebrating its sixth birthday . 
For an hour there was diecussion and reminisc ence as greetings 

· card., and lett ers from overseas and interstate were pess"4 round . 

Congratulations tc the London Club on persuading Edvy Searles Brooks 

to be their guest. Our Lee enthusiasts are eagerly avai ting furth er 

news of this memorable occasion. · 
As always , it was good t o hear frcm such old friends as Harry 

Broster, Ron Hodgson, Bill Gander , Jaclt )!urtagh , Bi ll Hubbard , Josie 
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Packman, Norman Pragnel l, and many others nearer home. One thing 
only was needed to make the evenin,£ perfect - the presence of our 
friend and editor, Eric Fayne - and al so the presence of our othe r 
good friend, C. D. Annual. 
· Our party was everything we hoped it would be , and as a pleasing 
finale, members autographed the menu cards which will be preserved in 
the club archives. 

J8Jl118l'V Meeting: 
It was decided to hold a meeting in Jawary des pit e the heat wave 

and the summer holidays . It was pleasant to welcome Don Harlmess 
back, though we missed our other new enthusiast, John Gardener . 
There was an interesting di s cussion on the current Bunter Show and the 
programme was passed round . !Neryone was deligh t ed to know the show 
is doing so well. 

Bob Whi ter ' s artistry was admired when his greeting card was 
passed round , and it was also very pleasant to hear from him. 

The secretary reported on the arrangement s to meet Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Cook at each Australian port they call at on their way to New 
Zealand. Perhaps we can persuade them to abandon ship in Sydney and 
become regular members of t he Golden Hours Club. 

Treasurer Ernie Carter announced financial details , and the 
meeti ng closed. Next meeting , Thursday , 13th February . 

MERSEYSIDE 

!leeting held 1 Sunday 12th January , 19§4: 

B. PATE (Secretary) 

Sickness curtailed the atteooance at this meeting and to make 
matt ers worse we were greeted with the news that George Riley was 
leaving us . George has beet?, a member for many years , joining duri ng 
the days at Waterloo House. He was in fact still at school at the 
time being a "contemporary of Peter liebster , Don Webster ' s son, who 
was also a schoolboy when he was with us . George is now a married 
man and while we are sorry to lose him we wish him the very best of 
luck in his new job in Barnsley . 

After the business part of the meeti ng was over the new 
acquisitions to the lib r ary were inspected and met with general 
approval . We then discussed the possibility of mala.ng sane tape 
recordings and it was decided to record excerpts of a l ater meeting 
when the attendance was better. 
- · As this was G~Ri!!p l ast mee~~)\e introduced ,the~uiz ••.. 
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(it also gave someone else a chance of winning) th e honours thi s time 
being shared between Bill Gally and me. 

The meeting finished ear li er than usual , 
Next mee ting , Sunday February 9th . 

~ 

BILL WINDSOR 

A bri ght start t o t he New Year was the occas i on of the first 
meeting, venue Cricklewood , delightful hosts , Marjorie and Bill Norri s , 
Don Webs ter ' s quiz csused roars of l aughte r; winner Bi ll Lofts , and 
th en Roger J enkins jXlt th e Don through hi s so l o quiz . It was about 
knowledge of the "Gem" and Don got two thirds of the quest i ons ri8ht , 
Charlie Wright and Laurie Sutton had priv a t e att ... pts and both did 
well . 

Thanks to Gerry Alli son , a t ape recording of Tom Hopperton I s talk 
"Alas the Chimes" was pl ay ed over and enj oyed by the company pres ent. 

A cinema show by th e hosts consist ed of an episode of "The Peril s 
of Paul ine ," two reels of Charli e Chaplin and a fi lm tak en at the May 
meeting by the hos t s . The latt er was quite good ; nice to see oneself 
on the screen . 

With excel l ent repo rt s by both th o librari ans , Bob Blyth e and 
Roger Jenkins , a delightful feed and many good discus s i ons , it was 
unanimously agreed that a good time had been had by all , 

The Annual Genera l Meeti ng of tho cl ub ia sch edul ed for Sunday , 
Februa ry 16th , and will be held a t Humo House, Lordship Lsne , East 
IW.wich , London, S,E . 22 , If any al terstio n members wi ll be advised 
in the monthl y newsl etter, · 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

16 B.F ,L . year 1935 to 1939 ....... .36/ - 1 Holiday Annual 1923 ............................. . £ 1 
MAGIIEl'S 1245- 96-97-98 ..................... 12/ - j GEMS, 17 copies 1606 to 1662 .. 32/ -

MAG~~::t~=~~~ i ....... 22/ - i G™3 1350-1370- 1547. ................. _, 7/6 

FOSTAGE EXTRA 

58, STANIIELL ROAD, ASHFORD • . MIDDX. 

WANTED TO COMPLEl'E SET: Gems 799, 804 , 805 , 006 1 et:f/1 OC6, 8 10 , 812 , 

TOii PORTER, 11 TIMBERTREE ROAD, OLD HILL, ~ · 



~~~ng;?.~ 
the Editor ' & Letter-Ba g 

JOHN TROVELL (Colcheste r ) : Of the many outstanding items appea ring _ 
duri ng the year surely "Penalty for Improper Use" shone lik e a beacon . 
libat a joy to find the old well - loved Greyfriars characters in a 
modern setting . ~ let us have more of t hes e, and could we have 
an occasional St . Jim ' s and Rookwood sto ry on the same lines? lihat 
can one say of the Annual t ha t has not been sai d many times befo re? 
A fe as t of l'lre pleas ure indeed . The worl< of Alfred Hanson had me 
really walki ng the well -known Greyfriars landmarks . Danny WllS 

delightful . These, and lllSI\Y more such cont ri butions keep one a t 
le as t young i n heart , 

ROSS STORY (Worthi ng) : The Annual li ved up to our usual expectations . 
I was so gl ad you inc luded a story of Vanderlyn - I am certain that 
i f Marti n Cli f ford had been able to in corporate him in his St , Jim ' s 
stories he would have become llS immort al as Tom Merry & Co. 

(We regret to l earn that Mrs. Story has had to ente r hospital for an 
emergency operation . We wish her 11 very speedy return to perfect 
health and s tr ength , - ED, ) 

Mrs, M, TAYLOR (St ree tl y): Ever since I was seven years of age , and 
I am i n my l at e fifties now, I have r ead the Gem and the Magnet, I n 
f act, Frank Richards has been part of my lif e, bl ess his dear hea r t . 
He is s till aliv e to me, 

II, J, RAYIIER (Clare) : Congretulations on thi s yea r' s Annual - a 
spl endid piece of craftsmansh i p and a credi t t o all conce rned with it. 

MAURICE KUTNER (Cl apt on): In a volume f ill ed with good th i ngs I was 
part icularly inte rested in Tom Hopperton•s "Drew•s Big Draw. " I 
thanked you t hi s time las t year fo r 11 reproduction of a \larwick 
Reynol ds dra wing on the cover of C. D, Yet another of his drawi ngs 
graces the current i ss ue , so please accept my thanks once again . He 
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i s ary f avourit e of a ll th e A.P. arti sts , and I conside r th ere is no 

better wey to begin the year . 

JOHN STOKES ( tublin) : Was ~te r much slinmer years 380 than in the 

l a ter tales? In one of th e Look & Learn stories , he clim bed in 

throu(lh a ship ' s porthole . Not even as a small child could I ever 

squeeze through any porthole . Bow did Billy manage i t? 

(The story i n question was a sub s t ory , nnd in sub stories anybody 

could do anything . - ED.) 

JOH!! McMAHON (Glasgo w) : What a wonderful book th e Annual is l I 

only wish I could find th e word<r to convey my gra titu de for both the 

Annual and t he Digest , 

JACK OVERHILI, (Cambridge) : lly wife and I will certainly be coming up 

to see the show. It will be fifty years next November sinc e I bought 

my fi rst Gem, "Tom Merry ' s War fund," which I t a lked about i n my 

broadcast on "llagnets and c ... s ." But don't l ook for an old codger 

w1 th a bent back . I' m jll.3t home fran my dip in the riv er - wate r 

temper ature 34 degrees - which I've been in a ll the year round for 42 

years . 

(J ack and !!rs , J ack DID come to th e sho w, all the way fi'om Cambridge , 

Be looked more like George WiJ>&ate th&l someone who bought his first 

o ... fifty years ago , Ja ck, we salu t e you , - ED. ) 

JD! HEPBUR!l (Blyth) : I enjo yed Bill Loft s • artic l e on "Chips , " I 

was int roduced to that grand comic in 1912 when I was seven , I uaed 

to vi sit a smallholding where they got "Chips" every week. The 

youngest chi l d was abou t forty and th e olde s t 75 , All used to r ead 

it every week. 

JULIUS LOOIARD (Winaford): The star of thi a year ' s Annual was eas ily 

the wonderful picture of the dear old Penn,y Pop.u.ar , Pl ease l et a 

full - page picture of one of th e grand old papers be a feature of every 

Annual in the fut ure . I nearly for got Dann,y. Daney could mako any 

book a s tar a tt raction . Why don ' t you ?ll>li sh a bound editio n of 

Ilaney 1s Diary? I t would be a certain winner . 

ALEX PARSONS (Tramere) : I am intrigued by the January cove r , 

Surely it is by Warwick Reynolds? This i s the style which has 

haunted my memory for years . For some vague reason I have always 

asso ciat ed the name Ransom w1 th it . Did a boy of this nane appe ar 

temporarily in th e c ... of t he early twenties? 
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(Warwick Reynolds indeed . If a Ransom appeared he was almost 
ce rtai nly a "substitut e" cluracter . - ED. } 

STAN IOIIGHT (Chelt enham): "Advantage Vanderlyn" was the best yet 
Slade story for me, Somehow the rol es of the Hamil to n schools seem 
reversed, The young, attrac tive spor tsmaster is not like Dalton or 
Railton but is a snake in the gras s , whereas instead of the older 
master being the villain of th e piece , l ike Selby-Manders - Ratcliff , 
Mr, Buddle is the darling of the plot, Is thi s intentional or just a 
coincid ence? · 

(We' ll ask the author when we see him. - ED, ) 

JOHil UPI'ON (Sout hend): In his article in the Annual, Frank Hancock 
refers to the "Who' s \/ho ' s " i n t he early lioliday Annuals , and says: 
"Bertie de Vere , a ' thorough paced l .itt l e blade ' in the Third , who 
tried in vain to lead Al,;y Sil ver astray , al so sounds i nterest i ng." 
He adds: 1ttt seems a pity that some of thes e characters were never 
al l owed to play a leading part . " Tho story of Bertie de Vere , at 
least, is related in t he Holiday Annual for 1939 - cal l ed, I think , 
"Algy Si l ver 's Pal," and presumably a reprint? 

FROM 'l'LAYFAIR CRICKE'J: MONIBLY1 ' JAMUARY 1964 
An article called "Fours Gal ore from Spri ngbok ' Frank Woolley '" 

by Dick Whitington 1 an Austral i an spo rt s writer , dealing with the 
South Africans at present touring 'down-under'. 

He has just made a general statem ent regarding the high rate of 
boundary - scoring by two Springb oks , Graeme Poll ock and Eddi e Barlow. 
Then:-

"Graeme Pollock, the seco nd son of a Scotti e ne>1Spaper edito r in 
windy Port Elizabeth, is not the kind of young man people seek nick
names for . But Barlo11, because of his tremendous f ac i al r esemblance 
to Frank Richards' ' Fat Boy of Greyfriars , 1 is universally known as 
' Billy Bunter ' Barlow, 

"Eddie doesn It quite know whether to be Upset Or pleased about 
this but it Is getting him a stack of J:Ublici ty and the nickname is 
going to stick whether he likes it or not . 

"Barlow is an elect ric mover whether bat t ing , bowling or fielding, 
'.!be only time Billy Bunter of the Magnet magazine moved as fast as 
Eddie was when en route to the tuckshop or in full flight from Bob 
C'herry's boot or a coterie of creditors . 11 



R,},OOER THE MAGIC OF PIP I SQUEAK AND WILFRED? 

( to sa y nothing of Auntie and little Stanley I) 

Asks BRIAN IXJYLE 

It was heart -wanning to see Harry Webb' s delightful drawing of 

Pip , Squeak, \iilfred and Co. on the cove r of the Christmas C. D. Like 

so many others , I grew up with these much- loved characters and enjoyed 

many a laugh at t heir adventures . 
The characters first appeared as a daily strip in the "Deily 

Mirror'' on 12th !lay , 1919, and continued without a break for more 

t.han 21 years - until 14th June , 1940 , in fact , They also appeared 

for a time in the "Sunday Pictorial . " The strip was revived in the 

"Deily Mirror" in JW1Uary, 1947 , but only for a once-a - .,eek appear

ance on the Saturday children ' s pege . It continued in this abbrevia 

ted form until 1st Sept"1lber , 1954, when it transferred to tho newly 

started "Junior Mirro r," finally appearing on 2nd March , 1955 . 

Pip and Squeak were originally created by B. J , Lamb, who wrote 

the story - line , and illustrated by A, B. Payne . Lamb was known to 

thousands of children as 'Uncle Dick ' of the "Deily Mirror " and once 

explainod ( perhaps with tong,,,, in cheek) how his famous characters were 

born. 
'.ihon Lamb left the A:rmy sho rtl y afte r the First ;iorld \iar , he 

thought he would like to keep a dog for company, so bought one for 5/ 

from a loc al dogs ' home. A few days la t er he heard that a ve ry 

intell i gent penguin was up fo r sale , so be bought that too . Having 

obtained the two pets , he began to rack bis brains for suitable names , 

Then he had an idea . 
While serving in France he had had a ba1man whose nicknam e was 

' Pipsqueak .' Lomb recalled the name af f ectionately , split it in two 

- and so his dog became Pip and his penguin Squeak . 
He began to work for the "Daily Mirror ," suggest ed that hi s pe t s 

might mako t he basis of a new comic-stri p - and thus began hi s long 

collaboration with ar ti st A, B. Payne . The la tter' s work had already 

appeared in various comic-papers , etc ., as had that of his brother , 

C. M, Peyne , who at one time did much work for "Chums, " "Boys of Our 

.!lllpire , " etc . A. B, Payna, incidental ly , drew the "Pip and Squeak " 

etrip throughout it s lo ng life , right up t o 1955 . He died in 1961. 

The result of the Lomb - Payne collaboration was an instant hit 

with "Deily Mirror" readers and , more particularly , vi th thei r children 

The latter bombarded the "Mirror" offices with invitations to parties 
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aod to tea for Pip ard Squeak ••• 
In their ear l y days , the animals lived lli th 'Uncle Dick' himself 

in a house on the ' edge' of London (which was very convenient because 
they had only to turn to the right to reach the country ard to the 
left to see the busy crovds and gaily decoroted shops of the tovn) . 

'!here lias a pretty maid called Angeline around too , who took an 
ilnlllediate fancy to Pip ard Squeak and treated then just as re al 

children . 
\lilfr od , the rebbit , a rrived about a year late r, lihen Squeak fourd 

him catching butterflies in a clover field . He ' looked so sweet' th:lt 
she immediately adopted him as a member of the flllllily . He nover 

really grew up and became a sort of Pete r Pan of rebbi ts . He also 
bocame probably the most- loved little rebbit in the Britain of the 
' 20 ' s and '30 ' s (always with the possible exceptions of Beatrix Potter ' s 

'Peter Rabbit ' and Levis Carroll ' s ' White Rabbit , • of cours o • •• ) 
Yilfl"<!d was nl ways getting into screpos and conversed in a strange 
tongue of his own, which consisted chiefly of such phrases as 1Nunc 

nunc ,' 'l ck ick ,' 'Wow' and 'Gug gug. 1 

Soon of t er llil frod ' s appearance , a s t range and eccentric-looking 
bird arrived on the scene . Her f eathers were rough and untidy , her 
lihite ' shi r t-front ' (she liOS a penguin too) far from clean , aod her 

eyes afflicted rith a short-s i ghted squint . She announced herself as 

Squeak ' s Auntie - and Auntie she quickly became, not only to Pip ru,d 
Squeok, but to a vast circle of boy and girl friends . Auntie lived 
in Rag Street , in a poor quarter of l<>ndon, and vas probably the most 

memorable of the characters - a fact llhich owed much to Payne's 
hilarious and graphic pictures of her . 

Loter , Pip and Squeak adopt ed a tiey baby penguin Mmed Stanley , 
and he too became a pe=nent member of this notnble family . Stru,ley 

was the ' baby ' of the group and alweys being rescued from terrifying 

escapades . Other, lesse r- lmovn characters appeared from time to 
time , but Pip , Squeak, Wilf red , Stanley and Auntie llere the ' stars' 
and deservedly so . 

Soon after the endearing family made its bow in the poges of the 
"Daily Mirror ," the "Pip' and Squeak Annual" appeared on the bookstalls , 

quickly folloved by "Wilfred ' s Annual, " Both appeared regularly 
until the outbreak of World War ll , · 

o. J . Lomb wrote the ' sc ript s ' for the strip until 1940. In 

their later years another "lle.i.ly Mirror " staff writer t ook them over , 

Don Freeman. a.it, as I'v e said, A. B. Payne dre w all t he pictures 
from first to l ast , 
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Pip , Squeak , Wilfred and Co. a r e stil l ranembered affectionately 
today. And tho se ol d Annuals are as rar e and costly those daya as 
Greyf ri ars Holiday Ilnnual s . Which onl y goes t o prove the quality of 
th e magic th e unlik el y combination of a dog, a rabbit, and two or 
three penguins could once conj ure up • • • 

BEYOND THEIR YEARS *** B:y R. J , God.save 

It is i nt eres ti ng to note t hat whilst gir l s were introd uced in 
schoo l stories written f or boys , it was s el dom that boys appear ed in 
schoo l stories fo r girl s . 

The fac t th at the average schoo lboy l abours under the de lusion 
that schoo l gi rl s think on the same lines as he does , has given lllBI\Y o.n 
autho r the basis for a story . Bot h Charles llamilton and E. s. Brooks 
have made use of this in sto rie s writt en by them. 

Why then , was the same theme not used in books wri tten for 
schoolgir l s? With , pe r haps th e mentio n of a brothe r in passing, it 
woul d appear that it was not cons id ered necessary for boys to be in t ro 
duced into a schoolgi rl s ' s to ry . 

It woul d sean , t he r e fore , that boya did not necessarily appe ar t o 
be of any great importanc e t o the schoolgi rl s of t oot age. From the 
boys ' point of view , a cert ain amount of i nterest is added t o a story 
with t ho in clusion of girl characters . 

Girls being naturally more mature than boys, would hnve re sorted 
to the novel for t he add ed interest, which would accoun t for th e l ack 
of boy charact ers in th eir books . The interest in ,the opposite sex 
would pro bably be ce ntred on a more adult char ac t er. 

Doubtl ess , th e novel s of Eth e l M. Dell and Ruby M. Ayres were 
well o.nd t ruly read by them. How many sc hoolbo ya would hnve re ad 
the se novels? Pre ciou s few, I would say , and I doub t wheth e r th o 
few would even adl:rl.t it . 

Such romantic novels are principlllly writt en for the fair sex; 
th e adventu re type of book spsc iali s ing in the i r appeal to the s o
called stronger sex . 

URGDITLY WANTED: Gem No. 799. Can anyone he lp? 

11 TIMBmTREE ROAD, ~' .™• 



Page 32 _,...,..,,_,.,_ ............ -.............. _ ...... ,_..,._,_ .. ,.._,_,, __ ,, _____ ,.. __ ,, . ...,,_.,.,, ___ ,.,__,_ 

RANIX)M QUIBY 

From W, T, Thurbon 

A random query , rais'ed by an art i clo on Pantomimes in the Xmas 
issue of t he Illustrated London News. 

Who christened Nelson Lee? We know that a last minute change 
of heart on the part of Conon Doyle onusod Sherryful Jones to beoome 
Sherlock Holmes and thus set the pattern for all those private 
detective s with the double sy llo.ble christic. n DDme and single syllnble 
surnnme of whom Sexton Blake is only th e grea t est among maey , 

(In cidentlll ly on th e Rrulio and Tele ' they seem to have changed 
the patte rn . Paul Tooiple I Dick Barton , Ins pector Bnrlow and 
Maigret . ) 

But did l!nxwell Scott invent the name llelson Lee , or did ha 
take th e name from Nelson Lee, a very well known figure in th o 
'J'hootre and Pantomime world in th o mid-nin et eenth century? 

Does anyone know? 

~I Books by Georgette Heyer . In particular copies of These 
Old Shades, Devil ' s Cub, The Convenient Marriage , The Corinthian, and 
'Ille Unknown Ajax. State title and price . 
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